
 
Camden Historic Resources Committee 

Minutes 
Tuesday, November 14, 2017 (4 p.m.) - Walsh History Center, Camden Public Library 

 
 
Members Present: Pat Skaling (RM), Judy McGuirk (RM), Rosalee Glass (RM), Susan Neves (RM), 
Dawna Pine (ALT), Beedy Parker (ALT) , Kris Mikkelsen (ALT) 
Volunteers: Susan Snead, Elizabeth Moran  
History Center Mgr: Ken Gross 
Visitor: Chris Fasoldt  
Select Board Liaison: Alison McKellar 
 
Call to Order 4:05 p.m. 
 
Secretary’s Report/ Review of Minutes: Minutes approved as written 
 
Chair’s Report: Pat Skaling - The talk Chris Glass gave at the library on October 4th was very well 
attended (standing room only) and very well received.  Thanks to Chris and Rosalee. 
 
 
Select Board Liaison’s and/or Town Manager’s Report:  Alison McKellar reported that Heather 
Moran has toured the locations where historic town records are currently stored.  New discoveries of 
town clerk records from the 1960’s, Select Board minutes going back to the 1800’s and old maps, 
among other records are stored in the town office basement.  The next step needs to be getting a 
budget and finding space to properly store these documents.  Duplicates and non-essential materials 
will be sorted out first.  Elizabeth Moran reminded us that birth and death records are some of the 
most critical records needing proper storage.  Eventually, documents should be digitized. 
 
Alison also reported that concerned citizens are continuing to work on the possibility of saving the 
Mary E. Taylor school.  She reminded the committee that the School Board has set a deadline of 
November 30, 2017 for proposals to preserve the building.  The MET building would be a perfect 
location to store all gathered historic documents, possibly from the Camden History Center and 
Rockport, as well as the town office. 
 
With the committee’s help, Pat Skaling will update the HRC letter regarding MET preservation and 
send it to the School Board and local media. 
 
 
HRC GOALS/OLD BUSINESS 
Stewardship 

 
Village Green: Update: Judy McGuirk reported that on Nov. 4th the Camden Garden Club 

cleaned up the beds at the VG and spread 8 yards of mulch.  The work was completed in time for the 
Veterans Day activities on the Green.  
 

Harbor Park and Amphitheater: Dave Jackson emailed his report to committee members. 
 

Town Records: Update – See Select Board Liaison’s report. 
 



 
 
Curtis Island Light House and Tower:  Pat Skaling reported that we did not receive a Belvedere 
Historic Preservation Fund grant for restoration of the lightkeeper’s house windows.  Working with Deedee 
Conover, and the town office, we will apply for other grants in 2018.  
 
Pat learned about Greg Gordon, preservation and restoration of wooden windows specialist, through 
Maine Preservation.  Greg, who lives in Hope, agreed to begin work on two of the most deteriorated 
windows this winter.  If grant money is received, work will commence on all windows in fall, 2018. 
 
 
Education/Recognition 

Expanding Historic Districts Downtown: Pat Skaling reported that the plan of extending the Bay 
View Street historic district has reached a dead-end.  She will contact Tyler Smith and the other 
owners to update them on the stalled process. 
 
           Signage for Historic Districts:  Discussion of signs for historic districts – Susan Neves 
volunteered to look into designs used by other towns, particularly looking for formats and designs that 
might be universally used and recognized across state lines.  Example – what is the Park Service 
using? 
 
Kris Mikkelsen volunteered to see if the Chamber of Commerce would be interested in updating and 
printing the 2008 “Historic Downtown Camden” map previously produced by The Camden Downtown 
Business Group. 
 

Other Historic Properties/Districts:  Progress on National Historic recognition for Mt. Battie 
Tower- Pat Skaling contacted Walter Whitcomb, Commissioner, Maine Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry, who oversees state parks in Maine, about his department’s progress on 
National Register status for the Mt. Battie Tower.  His department will reopen their research and get 
back to Pat. 
 
Pat and Meg Barclay will meet with Bill Eliott, Director at the Camden Hills State Park, to see if there 
might be structures of historic interest created by the noted landscape architect Hans Heistad within 
the lower park area that might be National Register-worthy.  Meg has previously done some research 
on Hans Heistad when investigating his structure, “Beechnut”. 
 
 

Public Education:  Discussion of draft article by Dawna Pine – Dawna will include minor 
changes suggested by the committee.  Pat will send a copy of the revised article to everyone. 

 
        Discussion of draft article by Pat Skaling explaining the historic  plaques 

currently found on Camden houses – Pat will work with Rosalee on draft #4. 
 
 
Policy 

 Historic Ordinance: General discussion - Lowrie Sargent, Planning Board Chair, asked HRC 
to come up with 4 or 5 things that should be included in a Historic Preservation Ordinance. 
Committee was asked to come to our next meeting with ideas and suggestions. 
 

 



 
            Beedy Parker will share her previous (draft) proposal for a “Demolition and Notification 
Ordinance” with the committee.  Pat will email a copy to everyone prior to the meeting. 
 
 
Budget  

Current status: Pat Skaling – HRC still has money in the budget intended for hiring Sutherland 
Conservation & Consulting to prepare a National Register application.  
 
Select Board Report/Annual Report   
 

Annual Report preparation  – Committee members were asked to bring suggestions to next 
meeting. 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS   
 
Collaboration with Camden-Rockport Historical Society re: historic research for homeowners? 
Discussion saved for next meeting. 
 
 
REMINDER - TWO ASSIGNMENTS FOR NEXT MEETING: December 12 

● Think about 4 or 5 things that should be included in a Historic Preservation Ordinance.  Read 
Beedy’s “Demolition” ordinance draft. 

● Bring list of 2017 HRC achievements for Select Board Report/Annual Report 
 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy McGuirk 
 
 
 

 
Interesting Historic Preservation links: 
 
Talk by Deb Andrews, Portland Historic Preservation Manager - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pL9OfmuLWlY 
 
Portland’s Historic Preservation website - http://www.portlandmaine.gov/766/Historic-Preservation 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pL9OfmuLWlY
http://www.portlandmaine.gov/766/Historic-Preservation

